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pyivrARKS/AKGUMENTS 
These remarks arc made in response to the Final Office Action of September 5, 
2006 (hereinafter Office Action). As this response is timely filed within the three-month 
shortened statutory period, no fee is believed due. Nonetheless, the Examiner ts 
expressly authorized to charge any deficiencies or credit any overpayment to Deposit 

Account No, 50-0951. 

Claims 1, 2, 5-12, and 15-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,263,064 to O'Neal, et al. (hereinafter O'Neal). Claims 3. 4. 
13, and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal, in 
view of U.S. Patent 6,631,186 to Adams, etal. (hereinafter Adams). 

Applibants have amended independent Claims 1 and U to emphasize certain 
aspects of the invention. The Amendments, as discussed herein, are fully supported by 
throughout the Specification. No new matter has been introduced through the 
amendments. 

Apnlicants' Invention 
It may be useful to reiterate certain aspects of Applicants' invention prior to 
addressing the references cited in the OfTlce Action. One embodiment of the invention, 
typified by independent Claim 1. as amended, is a method of message delivery. The 
method can include registering a plurality of reception states that have been estabUshed 
by a receiving party, (See. e.g.. Specification, p. 3. lines 3-8, and p. 6, lines 3-5; see also 
p. 7, line 8 - p. 8. line 4.) Each reception state can specify or defme conditions for 
establishing communications links with receiving party addresses. The method can 
include establishing a communication link via one or more eommunication chamiels. 
Where at least one alternate communication channel different from a communication 
chamiel associated with a first Initiated communications link between a sending party and 
the receiving party is provided. Moreover, the specified conditions can be used to inform 
the sending party of a time at which the receiving party prefers to receive delivery of a 
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r^c and a communication channel through which me receiving party p«f«. *. 
receive delivery of a message depending on me nan.re of the message and/or .he .d».«W 
of the sending party. (See. ..g. Specification, p. 7. Unes 4-21; p. 8. line 22 - p. 9, Ime 2; 
see also p. 9, lines 21-28, and p. 1 1, lines 11-18.) 

•n„ method can farther include identifyii« a recdvtag party address ftom the fi«t 
imtiated communications link, and based upon the identiflcation, dctcnnining whKh 
reception state data specified by the plurality of reception sttUes to present accordmg to 
the receiving party address. So determined, the reception sta»» dam can then be presented 
.0 the sending party via the same communications ch«mel of .be ihs. i»«..«l 
commmacations link and in a format appropriate for the device estd-HsWug the first 
initiated oommttnicaHons link. (See. e.g., Specification, p. 8, line 22 - p. 9, Ime 2). 

to the Office Action, independent Claims 1 and 1 1. as noted ri>ove, were each 
rejected as being anticipated by Wed. CWeal is directed to a "computer-implemented 
control center" that enables a subscriber who subscribes to a plurdity of eommunic«Km 
services to "customize" communication options withto a unified mes«iging system. (See, 
e.g., Col. 4, lines 8-12; see also Abstract) 

On Page 3 of the Office Action, it is acknowledged that O'Neal fails to c:Tressly 
disclose informing the sending party of a preferred time mi a preferred communication 
chamiel of the receiving party. It is Hither acknowledged in the Office Action on Page 3 
that because Claims 1 and 11. as submitted in Applicants' .espon«= of July 5, 2006. fa.1 to 
claim how the sending party is informed. OT^eal inherently anticipates the limitations of 

the submitted claims. 

As of this Amendment, Claims I and U have been amended to fUrther include the 
limitation cf "presenting said reception state data to the sending party jjkJftc 
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submh tha. (his am«.dment forte clarif.« Applicants' position tW ft. «^on «^ 
dau. fa fte receiving party is explicitly presented to the .ending party initiatmg the 
eomraunications link, along the same connnunicatlons channel. For ex««ple. if a 
teIq.hone caU is nad. to a receiving party, the reception states wonld he presented ,« a 
format compatible with the telephone call and in a manner compatible with the telephone 
device being nsed. O'Neal, as acknowledged in the Office Action and discussed above, 
dees disclose explicit notification to the sendtog party as d«.rib.d in fl» «i »n««3ed 
claims. 

It follows that O'Neal does not. either expressly cr inherently, teach every feature 
recited in independent Claims 1 and 11. Applicants, therefore, respectfully submit that 
both claims, as well as the remaining dependent claims, define over the prior art. 

r-nNrmaioN 

Applicants believe that this application is now in fiiU condition for allowance, 
which action is respectfully requested. Applicants request that the Examiner call the 
undersigned if clarification is needed on any matter within this Amendment, or if the 
Examiner believes a telephone interview would expedite the prosecution of the subject 
application to completion. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Date: Mnvftmber 6. 2006 K ^ 7 r> • . xt^ Vll 

Gregory A. Nelson, Registration No. 30,577 

Richard A. Hinson, Registration No. 47.652 

Eduardo J, Quiftones, Registration No. 58,575 

AKERMAN SENTERFITT 

Customer No. 40987 

Post Office Box 3 188 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Telephone: (561) 653-5000 
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